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/ Feathers Flew Over Cuba \_ |

More feathers flew faster over the Cuban.
issue in the 1960 Eresudentlai campalgn ‘than
were stirre y any other pmpo»mtedv

\ﬁle They have been stirred up again by a

¢ statement of A former
% dlrectm‘i that Ric 1X0n _errs m ‘a
* ‘statement his opponent knew about prepara

tions to invade Cuba before Mr. Kennedy
called for an invasion in one of his cam-
paign speeches

It helps to review this ruckus feather by
feather.
The flrst feather ﬂew on OCt 20 1960

ahdidat unloacfed blame

Nixon, and said,, the
e should “atfempt to ‘strengthen’
{1sta democratic anti- Castro ?orces

i o5

.( uba, itself who offer eventual

“thus far these f1ghters for freedom have
had v1rtually no support from our govern-_
ment.” '

In his book “Six Crises,” Mr. Nixon sa&s

* his rival knew this was what the U

. States was, do;,gg though Mr. Dulles qow .
on mlsundersteo;i what Mr. . 4

_ believ
Kenne?y ad been told as part of his cam-
. paign bmem by the CIA.
. ‘Be that gs it may, Mr. Nixon certainly
knew what the United States was doing. Yet,
- what did he have to say about Mr. Ken-
nedy's proposal?
On Oct. 22 he called it the “‘most shock-
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mgly reckless proposal ever made in our
history by a presidential candidate during a
campaign.” He said it violated U.S. commit-
ments and was an invitation for the Soviet
Union to intervene on the side of Fidel
Castro. He said the result easily could be
world war,
The feathers now were really flymg

~ The next day Mr. Kennedy accused Mr.
Nixon of distortions and added this slur:
“You have developed the technique of hav-

. ing your writers rewrite my statements, us-

ing these rewritten statements and attacking
me for things I have never said or advo-

cated. I never have advocated intervention

in Cuba in violation of our treaty obliga-
tions.” , .

Mr. Nixon thereupon fired back a tele-
_gram- saying if. Mr. Kennedy had stood by
his original statement he gnly would have
been “advocating the policy which the ad-
mmzstratmn has been following for months”

_mg__sp,me policy Mr. Nixon said was
mly reckless” when it first was

wuii0pdsed by Mr. Kennedy.

,ggg;_,dld twe political chickens defeather
gach other more. disastrously—one by advo-
cating something the other already was
helpmg to put into effect, the other by deny-
ing the proprigty of doing something already
being done, then each reversing his position.

The moga eign poJqu should not be
dm %ﬁ%cal campaigns. You cant




